Cutaneous spindle cell carcinoma following basal cell carcinoma.
A spindle cell carcinoma arose three years after the seeming excision of a so-called "infiltrative" basal cell carcinoma (IBCC) in the cheek of an 87-year-old Japanese woman. The patent had no history of irradiation. The tumor was composed of short fascicles and whorling arrangements of spindle to polygonal cells without residual IBCC. Immunohistochemically, the tumor was positive for vimentin, cytokeratin 8 & 18, epithelial membrane antigen, and alpha-smooth muscle actin. Ultrastructurally, the tumor cells had tonofilaments and desmosomes. The patient died after a local recurrence with metastatic lesions in the lung and the neck lymph nodes that were indicated by CT scanning and MRI at nine months after diagnosis. This case and others support the concept that spindle cell carcinoma can pursue an aggressive clinical course.